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programs. The new law repealed a num-
ber of outdated programs and replaced 
them with a free-market margin insur-
ance program. Now, I was proud to sup-
port this new farm bill and the reforms 
that the law legislates. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to support our Nation’s dairy 
industry and celebrate June as Na-
tional Dairy Month. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, in the past 3 weeks, our Na-
tion experienced three shootings in Isla 
Vista, California; Las Vegas, Nevada; 
and Troutdale, Oregon, for which we 
remembered the victims with a mo-
ment of silence. These shootings that 
resulted in 14 senseless deaths received 
national media coverage and sparked a 
national discussion on the need for bet-
ter mental health policy. Mental 
health is a factor, but only one factor, 
in the gun violence epidemic. 

In the same 3 weeks, 175 people were 
shot on the streets of Chicago, with a 
number of deaths. None of these shoot-
ings made national headlines, sparked 
a national debate, or received a con-
gressional moment of silence. As a Na-
tion, we have become unfazed by urban 
violence. 

But I am not asking for more silence. 
We have been silent enough. We need 
action. I have introduced three bills 
that promote commonsense gun reform 
and that don’t infringe on Second 
Amendment rights. These bills would 
highlight the public health risk associ-
ated with gun violence, help the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission set 
gun safety standards, and prohibit 
high-risk individuals from possessing 
guns. 

I urge my colleagues to be a voice for 
American safety. Gun violence is more 
than mental, and Americans can no 
longer afford our silence. Lastly, I 
want to know just who and how many 
more must die or be shot before we 
take action? 

f 

CELEBRATING FATHER’S DAY 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, over a century ago, a Spokane 
woman named Sonora Smart Dodd 
thought up a way to honor her dad, a 
Civil War veteran who raised her and 
her five siblings after their mother 
passed away. Little did Sonora know 
that her thoughtful idea would one day 
become a national holiday honoring fa-
thers from across the country. 

A source of pride for Spokane and for 
all of eastern Washington, Sonora’s vi-
sion for celebrating her dad—and all 
dads—will continue this Sunday as we 
take time to celebrate Father’s Day. 

As families in eastern Washington 
and all across our Nation recognize the 
role fathers play in our lives, I cele-
brate the impact my own dad has had 
in shaping who I am today. I celebrate 
him and all dads for their sacrifices, 
their guidance, and their support. 

Our sons and daughters learn so 
much from their parents, and it is fit-
ting that we honor all dads who have 
devoted time to be with their children. 

Parenthood comes with its own 
unique set of challenges. My husband 
and I know this firsthand. But fathers 
play an essential role in making our 
families and our communities strong. 

Today, I honor Sonora Smart Dodd 
for her vision, and I honor fathers from 
eastern Washington. From that first 
Father’s Day in Spokane back in 1910 
to the 104th one this Sunday, let’s cele-
brate fathers. 

f 

NATIONAL MEN’S HEALTH WEEK 

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, this is National Men’s Health 
Week. Each year, for the last 20 years, 
we have used the week before Father’s 
Day to encourage men of all ages to 
play an active role in living healthier 
lifestyles. 

The important thing for men to re-
member, not just this week, but every 
day, is that many of the illnesses that 
affect us can be prevented or success-
fully treated. I am living proof of that. 
Thanks to early detection, I was able 
to beat prostate cancer, which used to 
be one of the worst diagnoses a guy 
could get. 

This week, the members of the Con-
gressional Men’s Health Caucus are en-
couraging men, boys, and their families 
to develop positive habits, take preven-
tive measures to combat illness, and do 
your best to lead healthy lifestyles. 

I know all too well the importance of 
early prevention and early detection, 
and how they can mean the difference 
between life or death. As a leader of 
the Prostate Cancer Task Force, I en-
courage men of all ages to do the smart 
thing: know your number, know your 
condition, and stay healthy. 

f 

T-HUD 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, 
this week, the Republican-controlled 
House of Representatives approved 
their version of the fiscal year 2015 
Transportation, Housing and Urban De-
velopment Appropriations bill. Instead 
of investing in America’s future, this 
legislation slashes investments in our 
Nation’s transportation and housing 
infrastructure. 

Funding for Amtrak is cut by $200 
million. Funding for the Public Hous-
ing Capital Fund is cut below sequester 

levels, and funding for HOME invest-
ment partnership is cut to its lowest 
level in history. 

Sadly, it gets worse. The bill prac-
tically eliminates the TIGER grant 
program that funds innovative high-
way, port, and rail projects. 

At a time when America’s infrastruc-
ture is crumbling, why on Earth would 
Congress slash funding for critical in-
frastructure investments that support 
jobs? 

To compete in the 21st century econ-
omy, we must bet on America’s future 
and dedicate resources to infrastruc-
ture projects that support jobs in the 
construction sector, grow our econ-
omy, and rebuild America. Our com-
petitors are investing in infrastruc-
ture. It is time we do, too. 

f 

JOLIET PUBLIC LIBRARY STAR 
WARS DAY 

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, as a 
scientist, it is not often that I come to 
the floor to speak out on works of 
science fiction, but I rise today to rec-
ognize the Fifth Annual Star Wars 
Day, hosted by the Joliet Public Li-
brary on Saturday, June 7, 2014. 

The event not only brings the com-
munity together into the historic and 
welcoming streets of downtown Joliet, 
but also promotes literacy, science, 
technology, engineering, and math in a 
fun and exciting atmosphere that cap-
tivates young minds. 

Thanks to the library’s Star Wars 
Day, no Jedi mind tricks are needed to 
get children to read over the summer. 
In its 5 years, Star Wars Day has grown 
to over 7,000 attendees, thanks to the 
hard work of many people. 

And as the Star Wars parade marched 
proudly down Ottawa Street, with Im-
perial Storm Troopers, Jedi Knights, 
and Ewoks in full costume, I would like 
to especially recognize the Sand People 
who, of course, march single file to 
hide their numbers. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to join me today in recognizing the Jo-
liet Public Library for their efforts to 
promote library services, literacy, and 
STEM education with their Fifth An-
nual Star Wars Day. 

f 

DEFENDING SERGEANT BOWE 
BERGDAHL 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
was a Navy psychiatrist during the 
Vietnam war. I treated men who be-
lieved they were doing the right thing, 
but who, having witnessed the obscen-
ity of war, came home shaken, brutal-
ized, and lost. These men were demon-
ized for their experience. Today, we are 
making the same mistake with Ser-
geant Bowe Bergdahl. 
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Yesterday, I watched as members of 

the House Armed Services Committee 
attacked a U.S. citizen who volun-
teered to serve his country and who 
was held in the most deplorable of con-
ditions for 5 years. In my time in Con-
gress, I have never seen a more dis-
graceful, purely political attack on a 
U.S. soldier. 

How many times have we heard from 
our generals and our admirals that we 
never leave a warrior behind? We sent 
Sergeant Bergdahl to war. We gave 
Sergeant Bergdahl his gun and his or-
ders. We must bring Sergeant Bergdahl 
home and take care of him. 

f 

b 0915 

CONDEMNING ABDUCTION OF FE-
MALE STUDENTS BY BOKO 
HARAM 

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it be in order 
at any time on the legislative day of 
June 12, 2014, to consider in the House, 
House Resolution 617, if called up by 
the chair of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, or his designee; that the reso-
lution be considered as read; and that 
the previous question be considered as 
ordered on the preamble and the reso-
lution to adoption without intervening 
motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, pur-

suant to the order of the House of 
today, I call up the resolution (H. Res. 
617) condemning the abduction of fe-
male students by armed militants from 
the terrorist group known as Boko 
Haram in northeastern provinces of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today, 
the resolution is considered read and 
the previous question is ordered on the 
resolution and on the preamble. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 617 

Whereas, on the night of April 14, 2014, 276 
female students, most of them between 15 
and 18 years old, were abducted by Boko 
Haram from the Government Girls Sec-
ondary School, a boarding school located in 
the northeastern province of Borno in the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria; 

Whereas, all public secondary schools in 
Borno state were closed in March 2014 be-
cause of increasing attacks in the past year 
that have killed hundreds of students, but 
the young women at the Government Girls 
Secondary School were recalled to take their 
final exams; 

Whereas, Boko Haram burned down several 
buildings before opening fire on soldiers and 
police who were guarding the Government 
Girls Secondary School and forcing the stu-
dents into trucks; 

Whereas, according to local officials in 
Borno state, 53 students were able to flee 
their captors, and the rest remain abducted; 

Whereas, there are reports that the ab-
ducted girls have been sold as brides to 
Islamist militants for the equivalent of $12 
each; 

Whereas, the group popularly known as 
‘‘Boko Haram’’, which loosely translates 
from the Hausa language to ‘‘Western edu-
cation is sin’’, is known to oppose the edu-
cation of girls; 

Whereas, on April 14, 2014, hours before the 
kidnapping in Borno state, and on May 2, 
2014, Boko Haram bombed bus stations in 
Abuja, Nigeria, killing at least 94 people and 
wounding over 160, making it the deadliest 
set of attacks ever in Nigeria’s capital; 

Whereas, Boko Haram has kidnapped girls 
in the past to use as cooks and sex slaves, 
and has claimed responsibility for the kid-
napping in Borno state on April 14, 2014; 

Whereas, late May 5, 2014, suspected Boko 
Haram gunmen kidnapped an additional 8 
girls, ranging in age from 12 to 15, from a vil-
lage in northeast Nigeria; 

Whereas, on May 7, 2014, Boko Haram 
killed at least 336 people in Gamboru Ngala 
and burned hundreds of houses and cars; 

Whereas, on June 5, 2014, Boko Haram kid-
napped an additional 20 women from north-
eastern Nigeria, near the town of Chibok; 

Whereas, reports estimate that more than 
500 students and 100 teachers have been 
killed by Boko Haram and have destroyed 
roughly 500 schools in northern Nigeria, 
leaving more than 15,000 students without 
access to education; 

Whereas, Boko Haram has targeted 
schools, mosques, churches, villages, and ag-
ricultural centers, as well as government fa-
cilities, in an armed campaign to create an 
Islamic state in northern Nigeria, prompting 
the President of Nigeria to declare a state of 
emergency in three of the country’s north-
eastern states in May 2013; 

Whereas, human rights groups have indi-
cated that the Nigerian state security forces 
should improve efforts to protect civilians 
during offensive operations against Boko 
Haram; 

Whereas, according to nongovernmental 
organizations, more than 1,500 people have 
been killed in attacks by Boko Haram or re-
prisals by Nigerian security forces this year 
alone, and that almost 4,000 people have been 
killed in Boko Haram attacks since 2011; 

Whereas, the enrollment, retention, and 
completion of education for girls in Nigeria 
remains a major challenge; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations 
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), some 
4,700,000 children of primary school age are 
still not in school in Nigeria, with attend-
ance rates lowest in the north; 

Whereas, studies have found that school 
children in Nigeria, particularly those in the 
northern provinces, are at a disadvantage in 
their education, with 37 percent of primary- 
age girls in the rural northeast not attend-
ing school, and 30 percent of boys not attend-
ing school; 

Whereas, women and girls must be allowed 
to go to school without fear of violence and 
unjust treatment so that they can take their 
rightful place as equal citizens of and con-
tributors to society; 

Whereas United States security assistance 
to Nigeria has emphasized military 
professionalization, peacekeeping support 
and training, and border and maritime secu-
rity; 

Whereas, the Department of State des-
ignated Boko Haram as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organization in November 2013, recognizing 
the threat posed by the group’s large-scale 
and indiscriminate attacks against civilians, 
including women and children; 

Whereas Boko Haram is one of a number of 
radical Islamist terrorist organizations and 
extremist groups that pose a growing threat 
to United States interests in the region as 
well as broader peace and security; and 

Whereas these radical Islamist groups, 
which include Ansar al-Sharia, Al-Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb, the National Move-
ment for Unity and Jihad in West Africa, and 
others have carried out deadly attacks in the 
region and constitute a growing threat to 
North and West Africa: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses its strong support for the peo-
ple of Nigeria, especially the parents and 
families of the girls abducted by Boko 
Haram in Borno state, and calls for the im-
mediate, safe return of the girls; 

(2) condemns Boko Haram for its violent 
attacks on civilian targets, including 
schools, mosques, churches, villages, and ag-
ricultural centers in Nigeria; 

(3) encourages the Government of Nigeria 
to strengthen efforts to protect children 
seeking to obtain an education and to hold 
those who conduct such violent attacks ac-
countable; 

(4) commends efforts by the United States 
Government to hold terrorist organizations, 
such as Boko Haram, accountable; 

(5) supports offers of United States assist-
ance to the government of Nigeria in the 
search for these abducted girls and encour-
ages the government of Nigeria to work with 
the United States and other concerned gov-
ernments to resolve this tragic situation; 

(6) recognizes that every individual, re-
gardless of gender, should have the oppor-
tunity to pursue an education without fear 
of discrimination; 

(7) encourages the Department of State 
and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to continue their sup-
port for initiatives that promote the human 
rights of women and girls in Nigeria; 

(8) urges the President to immediately 
strengthen United States security, law en-
forcement, and intelligence cooperation with 
appropriate Nigerian forces, including offer-
ing United States personnel to support oper-
ations to locate and rescue the more than 200 
schoolgirls kidnapped by Boko Haram, and 
to support Nigerian efforts to counter this 
United States designated foreign terrorist 
organization; and 

(9) calls on the President to provide to 
Congress a comprehensive strategy to 
counter the growing threat posed by radical 
Islamist terrorist groups in West Africa, the 
Sahel, and North Africa. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PERMISSION TO POSTPONE PRO-
CEEDINGS ON MOTION TO RE-
COMMIT 

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Chair may 
postpone further proceedings today on 
a motion to recommit as though under 
clause 8 of rule XX. 
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